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IRVING BERLIN

A Musical Showcase

“Irving Berlin, A Musical Showcase’ was arranged by Charles Booker in the winter
of 2025 and is comprised of the following songs: “Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” “Always”, “What’ll
Do?”, and “Blue Skies”. Irving Berlin, born in Russia May 11, 1888, came to the United States with his
parents at age 5. He lived to be 101 and died in New York on September 22, 1989. He was an American
composer and songwriter, and his music forms a large part of the “Great American Songbook”. During
his lifetime, Berlin received numerous honors including an Academy Award, a Grammy Award and a
Tony Award. The late journalist Walter Cronkite stated he "helped write the story of this country,
capturing the best of who we are and the dreams that shape our lives". Alexander’s Ragtime Band
published in 1911 was an enormous hit selling 1,000,000 copies the first year of it’s release. The song
was later featured in musical films Alexander’s Ragtime Band (1938) and There’s No Business Like Show
Business (1954). Always composed in 1925 was a wedding gift to his wife Ellin McKay and was later
used in the 1944 film Christmas Holiday. What’ll I Do? was composed in 1924 and Paul Whiteman’s
recording reached the top of the popular music charts. The piece was later featured in the 1974 film The
Great Gatsby and later recorded in 1983 by Linda Rondstadt. Blue Skies, finished overnight in December
1926 for the Broadway show Betsy, was subsequently used in films The Jazz Singer (1927), Glorifying
the American Girl (1930), Alexander’s Ragtime Band (1938), Blue Skies (1946) and White Christmas

(1954).

Notes on the Composer

Charles L. Booker, Jr., (b. 1952) is a retired U.S. Army Bandmaster, and former Associate Professor at
the University of Arkansas - Fort Smith where he served as Director of Jazz Studies, Director of Bands, and
Chair of the Music Department. During his tenure at UA Fort Smith he taught trumpet, band, jazz band,
conducting, music theory, orchestration and composition. Mr. Booker studied composition with Hank Levy
(composer/arranger for Stan Kenton), Dr. Steve Strunk and Dr. James Balentine, and conducting with Dr.
Robert Garofalo and Dr. Robert Rustowicz. Mr. Booker received his degrees from the University of the
State of New York and the University of Texas at San Antonio. He later completed courses for Texas
teacher certification in secondary music at Texas State University. His compositions are published by
Alfred, Kendor, Southern Music Company, Wingert-Jones, Potenza Music, Print Music Source, and Lecta
Music. Mr. Booker’s 21-year career in the U.S. Army included service in the Fifth Army Band in San
Antonio, Texas, staff arranger for the Army Field Band, conductor of Army Bands in Louisiana, Germany,
New York City, and director of the Jazz Ambassadors in Washington, D. C. As a trumpeter with the Fifth
Army Band, Mr. Booker performed for the funerals of Presidents Truman and Johnson. In 1981, as the

conductor of the 3™ Armored Division Band in Germany, Mr. Booker conducted ceremonies at Rhein

Main Air Force Base for the returning American hostages from Iran. In New York City, he conducted the
Army Band of New York City at ceremonies for head of states of the United States, Germany, France,
Netherlands, Portugal and China, and his band performed at the centennial activities of the Statue of
Liberty. While an associate conductor of the Army Field Band and director of the Jazz Ambassadors, Mr.
Booker performed at the Kennedy Center, in 48 states, India, Japan, Canada, Mexico, Europe, and marched
in the inauguration parades of Presidents George H. W. Bush and William J. Clinton. In 2007, the New
Mexico State University Symphonic Winds released their CD entitled "Centra-fuge: The Music of Charles
L. Booker, Jr.”, and in 2008, Mr. Booker released his second CD "American Jubilee”. Booker’s CD "Time
Remembered” was released in 2009, and his CD "Radiant Blues” was released in 2011. In 2014 Mr. Booker
and fellow composer Roger Cichy released a compilation of their latest original music on CD “Glorious
Journey”. More information on Mr. Booker and his music can be found at his website:
www.charlesbooker.com

Mr. Booker is married to his wife of 53 years, trumpeter and quilter, Claudette [DeRocher] Booker. They
have three children: Major Erik Booker, U. S. Army (Retired) and Maryland public school teacher; Dr.
Adam Booker, Associate Professor of Double Bass at Appalachian State University, and Dr. Colleen
Booker Halverson of Richland Center, Wisconsin, author, English professor at Western Governors
University. Mr. Booker and Claudette have ten grandchildren and five great-grandchildren, and reside in
San Antonio, Texas.
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st Bb Tpt.
2nd Bb Tpt.
3rd Bb Tpt.
1/2 Hn.

1/2 Tbn.
3rd Tbn.
Euph.
Tuba

D.B.
Timp.

Bls.
Xyl./Vibes
Perc. 1
Perc. 11
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Picc.

1/2 FL.

Ob.

Bsn.

1st Bb CL.
2nd Bb Cl.
3rd By Cl.
Ist A. Sx.
2nd A. Sx.
B. Sx.

Ist Bb Tpt.
2nd Bb Tpt.
3rd Bb Tpt.
1/2 Hn.

1/2 Tbn.
3rd Tbn.
Euph.
Tuba

D.B.
Timp.

Bls.
Vibes/Xyl.
Perc. 1
Perc. I1
D.S.
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Visit our website often as we continually introduce new publications by both new
and establishedcomposers and arrangers.

www.printmusicsource.com

All of our publications are available in either traditional printed form or are downloadable.
All publications are available from your favorite music dealer.

CONCERT BAND SERIES

A Cathedral Christmas - Charlie Hill

Air On A Joyful Heart - Quincy Hilliard

America Forever March (F) - Colonna/Jim Colonna
Amparito Roca - Texidor/Charles Booker

Battle Of The Titans - Dennis Eveland

Blessing Of The Fleet- Quincy Hilliard

Blue Bells Of Scotland - Pryor/Tim Higgins

Blue Midnight - Jim Colonna

Call To The Brave - Anthony Susi

Celebration For Winds and Percussion - Dennis Eveland
Circus Parade March - Phil Stonebarger
Commencement Suite - Jair Klarfeld

Conjubilant - Philip Loewen

Convivial - Dennis Eveland

En Fuego (Concert Overture) - Daniel Jones
Fanfare For The Future - Richard ]. Kane

Fantasia On The “Dargason” - Holst/Booker
Fingals Cave - Mendelssohn/Jim Mahaffey

Forged In Steel (March) - Charles Booker

Galla Creek March - Chris Kamerling

Gesu Bambino - Jim Mahaffey

Heroes and Warriors (March) - Joel Leach

Holiday Prelude - Charles Booker

Impressions From A Land of Dreams - Bradley Kerr Green
In Storm and Sunshine - Heed/ Charles Booker
Jingle Bells Fantasy - Zoltan Szeplaki

Let There Be Peace On Earth - Michael J. Miller

Lights Of The Unknown - Quincy Hilliard

Lighthouse Celebration - Dennis Eveland

Mammoth Fanfare - Bradley Kerr Green

March Columbia - Creatore/Andy Isca

March For Today - Dave Dunbar

March from Second Suite in F - Holst/Charles Booker
March Grandioso - Seitz/ Charles Booker

Melody Shop - King/Charles Booker

On A Hymnsong By William Bradbury - Phil Stonebarger
Pictures From The British Isles - Charlie Hill

The Race Before Us - Philip Loewen

River Mist - David Teas

Scottish Ballad - Phil Stonebarger

Still In Our Hearts - Philip Loewen

Soarin’ - Jim Colonna

Star Spangled Banner - Arranged by Charles Booker
Suite of African American Spirituals - By Charles Booker
Symphonic Variants On A Holiday Theme - Bradley Kerr Green
Themes from March Hongroise - Berlioz/Jim Mahaffey
Themes from Poet and Peasant - von Suppe/ Jim Mahaffey
Three Bach Chorales For Band - Bach/ Charles Booker
Tranquil Noel - Jim Mahaffey

Two Debussy Moments - Debussy/ Jim Mahaffey
Variants On A German Hymntune - Jim Mahaffey

We Wish You A Merry Christmas - Charles Booker

o
& name

BandT Publications
P.O. Box 817
Seguin, Texas 78156
Exclusively distributed by Print Music Source
WWW.printmusicsource.com
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