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Sodality March

This original concert march in traditional march style will provide your developing
musicians the opportunity to experience how important marches are to the history
and development of the concert band idiom. An ideal addition to any concert, festival
or contest for your young band.

Notes on the Composer

Robert Underhill is a Band Director in Texas, having taught K-12 over 14 years of
Music Education. He graduated from Lamar University in 2012 with his Master of
Music in Music Education and from Stephen F. Austin State University in 2009 with
his Bachelor of Music. The Lead Trombonist for the Community Band of Southeast
Texas, Underhill is also a composer for concert band, live theatre and film. Along
with “Sodality”, Underhill’s works for Band include “Fastidious”, “Sedulous”,
“Decorous”, “The Mountain Climb Fanfare”, and “Flute Lady”.
For theatre, Underhill provided the stage play underscore for productions of William
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”, and Timberlake Wertenbaker’s “The Ash Girl”.
On the YouTube Channel “SFAPowerhouse”, Underhill’s film score works include
“Stellar Synthesis” and “Arizona”. Underhill resides in Groves, Texas with his wife,
Elissa.
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Sodality Program Notes
Sodality (n.) – 1.: BROTHERHOOD,COMMUNITY

This fresh new concert march was originally composed for the Community Band of Southeast
Texas.

Originally formatted in the March Form made famous by Sousa, this March includes syncopated
rhythms, many scale runs, and interesting chords in the popular keys of F Major and Bb Major.

The 1st Strain (m. 5) features a strong Low Brass/WW melody. Ensure the accompanying fanfares
do not cover up the Low Brass/WW.

The 2nd Strain (m. 22) features a Modal change and colorful chord progressions.  Please ensure
the balance of all the chords as the Hi WW/Brass take over the chromatic progressions.

The Trio (m. 39) features a strong FLUTE solo, followed by a strong TRUMPET solo. They were
written for my friends Theresa and Aaron, who got married just before this composition was
completed. Ensure that the soloists’ articulations are clean and identical. Also, ensure the Clarinet
melodies blend well with the Flute main melodies.

The Break Strain (m.71) is a big and bombastic eye-opener after the gentle Trio. The Low Brass
line is in unison for much of this, so watch tuning and balance through the chromaticism.

The Out Strain (m.87) features a big Counter Melody in the Low Brass, F Horns, and Sax. Make
sure all the scale runs move together and are articulated cleanly.
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