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Notes on Monument Square

Many communities throughout this great Nation feature a town square in the center of the
community. Many of those town squares feature “monuments” or “tributes” to those who gave
their lives to protect their communities. One such monument on which this work is based exists
in Lewistown, Pennsylvania and honors those lives lost during the Civil War. This monument
also has the distinction of featuring a stone from the Tomb of Abraham Lincoln (Springfield,
lllinois).

Commissioned by the Lewistown Concert Band which performs many of its concerts on
Monument Square in Lewistown. This fanfarish, celebratory concert work features solid melodic
lines for every section of the concert band. Ideal as a concert opener or in celebration of any
holiday, patriotic occasion or in recognition of any community heroes.

Notes on the Composer

Philip Loewen, a life-long resident of central Pennsylvania, received a B.S. in Music Education
from the Pennsylvania State University. He worked as a band director, instrumental music
instructor, and music theory instructor in the public schools for over 30 years, teaching grades
5—12. Since retiring from public school teaching, he has taught saxophone and improvisation
as an adjunct at Juniata College. Philip is also active as a church musician and instrumentalist,
and plays in several jazz and community concert bands. As a composer, he has written works
for jazz and concert bands, anthems for church choir, and contemporary Christian pieces for
use in praise and worship. His compositions have been performed at colleges, high schools,
and churches throughout the Mid-Atlantic area.
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