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MAD MAJOR MARCH

Frederick J. Ricketts (1881–1945), better known by his pen name Kenneth J. Alford, was one of those
rare figures whose music has quietly endured long after his lifetime. Trained at the Royal Military
School of Music at Kneller Hall, he built a distinguished career as a military bandmaster,
eventually serving as Director of Music for the Royal Marines at Plymouth. Along the way, he
composed dozens of marches that found a permanent home in the military band repertoire. Because
British military regulations discouraged officers from pursuing outside professional work, many of
these pieces were published under his now-famous pseudonym.

One of those marches, The Mad Major, was written in 1921 during his time with the 2nd Battalion of
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. The title is a tribute to Major Graham Seton-Hutchinson, a
bold and highly decorated officer of the Machine Gun Corps in World War I. His fearless conduct
earned him both the Distinguished Service Order and the Military Cross—as well as the memorable
nickname “The Mad Major.”

At first listen, the march’s opening—especially its descending chromatic lines—might bring to mind
the flair of an American circus march, not unlike the style of Karl King and others. But that
impression quickly gives way to something more grounded. The piece ultimately reflects the poise and
structure of the British military march tradition. It works best when performed with a sense of
restraint and dignity, at a steady tempo of around 112 beats per minute.



About The Arranger

QUINCY C. HILLIARD

Quincy C. Hilliard serves as the Composer in Residence and Heymann Endowed Professor of Music at
the University of Louisiana, Lafayette. His extensive body of work is published by leading houses such
as Oxford University Press and Carl Fischer. Recent accolades include the 2023 Eminent Distinguished
Faculty Award, induction into the Mississippi State University Hall of Fame (2025) and named the Phi
Beta Mu International Bandmasters Fraternity Outstanding Bandmaster of the Year (2025).

Hilliard's compositional reach extends from the 1996 Olympics to educational syllabi for Trinity
College London. As a scholar, he is a recognized authority on Aaron Copland and has authored
numerous pedagogical staples, including Teaching Instrumental Music and Counts of Silence. He
holds a Ph.D. from the University of Florida and has previously been honored as Alumnus of the Year
at both Mississippi State and the University of Florida.

Print Music Source is proud to have many works by Quincy Hilliard ins our catalog. Visit the link
below to explore the varied array of exceptional works which we publish.

https://printmusicsourcenow.com/home-page/concert-band/the-music-of-quincy-c-hilliard/
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